
United FC Furman Return to Play Protocol

Phase 3

In response to the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, United FC-Furman, has
created a Re-Entry Task Force in order to plan for a return to play. The Task
Force, with guidelines from the South Carolina Youth Soccer Association, has
developed the United FC-Furman Return to Play (RTP) Action Plan that
implements a phased approach to resuming activity. 

We know that everyone will be excited to come together and train, however, it
is imperative that all coaches, players and families adhere to these guidelines. 

This Return to Play (RTP) Action Plan addresses many critical details that
must be followed by all players, parents, coaches, staff, etc. to ensure the
health and safety of everyone involved with our club and community. 

We are all in this together and need everyone’s commitment to follow these
club policies across the board. As a club member, it is your responsibility to
adhere to these policies. 



Before the Club may begin to return to play, it will publish a
notice to all players, parents and soccer families outlining
the risks of returning and detailing how the Club intends to
minimize or eradicate those risks. The notice shall prohibit
any player or family member to attend (including dropping
off and picking up a player) any soccer activity if either they
or any member of their household has had an onset of illness
with symptoms consistent with, suspected or confirmed to
be COVID-19 within the previous 14 days.
Club personnel may not be involved in any manner in the
activity if either they or any member of their household has
had an onset of illness with symptoms consistent with,
suspected or confirmed to be COVID-19 within the previous
14 days.
All Club personnel and Coaches are recommended to wear
facemasks.

CLUB

Return to play responsibilities



The Club will organize a pick-up and drop-off area for
players to minimize social contact between players and
members of different families.
The Club will organize “stations” for each player at or
around the bench area that are at least 6 feet apart in which
players must keep all of their belongings. They shall be
advised to return to their “station” only during breaks. 
 ILLUSTRATION SHOULD BE PROVIDED BY CLUB
No more than 11 players together on each half of a full size
field-keep the player groups separate. No more than 9
players per half on a 9 v 9 field (50x80 ft). No more than 7
players per half on a 7 v 7 field (40x70 ft).

CLUB

Return to play responsibilities



Recommended if possible that the same coach work with the same
group or individual players for contact tracing capability.
It is highly recommended that activities last no more than 90
minutes. Fatigue brought on by physical activity renders an
individual more vulnerable to the virus. Excessive activities,
especially in the heat of the summer, should be avoided.
Coaches only shall be permitted to touch training discs and cones.
If training bibs or pinnies are needed, players must bring their own
colored shirts. For example, a coach should require each player to
bring or wear a dark and a light t-shirt to play. If for any reason a
training bib or pinnie is used by a player, it must be immediately
isolated (put into a separate laundry bag) and not used again by any
other individual unless and until it is laundered.
Physical contact outside the game must be strictly avoided
Players must use a sanitized soccer ball cleaned prior to the
activities
Coach is responsible to report any deviation of the mask
requirement (non-compliance) to the appropriate Program Director
after advising the parent that such a report is required to be made.

Return to play responsibilities

Coach



Before any and all activity (e.g. practice, games, etc…) it is
recommended that the temperature of each player be
checked and consider the following questions.

Have you been in contact with a person with COVID 19?
Have you had a cough, fever, or loss of taste or smell?

Avoid carpooling. Only members of the same family should
be in a vehicle together
Recommended that only one parent accompany player to
the complex for practice.
Parents should have hand sanitizer available for their
children before and after each session.

If anyone answers YES to any of these questions, parents should
withhold their children from participation. An immediate
communication should be sent to the Club letting them know of
the situation at hand.

Parent

Return to play responsibilities



It is recommended that parents remain in their cars during all
activities. If a parent chooses to attend a practice or game, they
MUST wear a face mask at ALL TIMES. With the exception of
exercising or walking at a safe distance away from other bystanders.
If parents feel the need to communicate with a coach then it is
recommended via telecommunications or email.
Parents will be seated on the same side of the field as their team
during league matches.
Parents/spectators are required to wear face coverings during all
SCYSA sanctioned activities/events/matches.
Parents recommended to socially distance themselves from each
other whenever possible. Try to stay seated during the match please
and do not pace back and forth along the touchline if social
distancing cannot be maintained. Use of the touchline and the goal
line for seating on your team side is permitted at the discretion of
the team coach and the referee. You cannot sit wherever you want to
sit. We need to limit contact for contact tracing purposes if
necessary. Each facility may have different procedures so follow the
instructions of your team coach and the referee.
Parents may not interact with the team during the match without
permission of the coach.

Parent

Return to play responsibilities



Players recommended to wear masks prior to and
immediately after training. 
Players required to strictly observe social distancing when
not in play (6-10ft). 
Players required to only go to their “station” when not
engaged in play.  
Players wash or sanitize their hands prior to and
immediately after training 
Players are recommended to wash their clothes and bath
immediately up returning home.
Players recommended to NOT share drinks, food, equipment
or clothing at any time. Contact outside of play (e.g. high
5s, hugs, etc.) should be avoided at all times. 

Player

Return to play responsibilities



Sickness Policy

Every year we have players get sick or injured during the season.  With the presence of COVID 19 in
our community we felt it was best to put out our COVID 19 sickness policy in writing.  Our objective for all our RTP
(return to play) protocols has been to reduce risk. We understand there is no
way to eliminate risk even in the best of times but we are making every effort to reduce the risk of participating in
youth sports.   The following is the procedure we will follow if a player gets sick or suffers a serious injury during the
season.  
 
If a parent finds out their player has tested positive for COVID 19 they should notify their team coach as soon as is
reasonably possible and withhold their player from participation immediately.  
 
The coach will notify the team that a player has tested positive but will not disclose the name of the player who tested
positive.  
 
The team will continue to train and play (in phase 3) on a normal schedule.  
 
The club recommends upon notification that parents get their player tested for COVID 19.  
 
The club will accommodate any family who chooses to not participate until a quarantine period has expired or is
awaiting test results.  Please notify your coach if your player will be missing any training session or scheduled
matches.
 
A player may return to participation when cleared by his or her doctor.  It is the parents responsibility confirm
Return to play time frames.  
 
This is our procedure as of today.  If COVID has taught us anything is that things change.  We are scheduled to
review this policy on 9/1/2020 and see how things have progressed.


